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blunder to reject it. It was urged that if it were not
accepted, India would certainly not get more, and might
easily get less, than what was offered. This consideration,
combined with the attitude of a certain section of the press,
both in India and in England, which expressed open hostility
to the Scheme on the ground of undue haste and precipitation,
produced in many quarters the impression that if Indian opinion
did not rally in support of the proposals, they might be wrecked
by those who disliked them. Moderate opinion in almost
every paxt of India, while reserving a right to ask for modifica-
tion in detail, showed itself generally appreciative of the prin-
ciples underlying the reform proposals. It is interesting to
note the change which gradually came over the opinion of the
Extremist leaders. Before very long, as a study of their Press
shows, they found it desirable GO revise the opinion which they
had expressed upon the Scheme. They attempted to show that
there was little essential difference between the judgment of the
Moderates upon the proposals, and their own revised opinions.
The Moderates, however, valuing their independence as a
party, showed themselves unwilling to
Moderates and Extremes.   accept ^ ^^ rf ^ Extremfsts_
They knew that the Extremists controlled the machinery of
the Indian National Congress, and they feared that their own
sentiments would be over-borne. In consequence the Moderate
leaders declined to attend the emergency meeting of the Indian
National Congress which was arranged at the end of August,
and announced their intention of holding a special conference
of their own soon after the meeting of the Imperial Legislative
Council which was fixed for September 4th. 1918. In short, it
became plain that the publication of the Montagu-Chehnsford
Report had served to reveal the differences of aims and
methods which distinguished the Moderates from the Extre-.
mists. It' thus represents an important stage in the develop-
ment of clear-cut political parties in India.
The Moderates, while approving of the general principles
of the   proposals,   were  not prepared
The Mo^^se and the   to   accept every word of the Eeport
as inspired.   They realised that it was
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